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The 1idea offinality, therefore,. should not be
taken to suggest that the ultimate fate of life is
complete displacement of emotion By reason. Such
a thing is neither possible nor desirable. The in-
tellectual value of the idea is that it tends to cre-
ate an independent critical ‘attitude towards mystic
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experience by generating the beli:f that all personal
authority, claiminz a supernatural origin, has come
to end in the history of man. This kind of belief is
a psychological force which inhibits the growth of
such authority.
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The birth of Islam is the birth of inductive
intellect, In Islam prophecy reaches its perfection
in discovering the need of its own abolition, This
involves the keen perception that life cannot for
ever be kept in leading string. that inorder to ach-
ieve full self consciousness man .must finally - be
ihrown back on his own resources. The abalition
of priesthood snd-hereditory kingship in Isldim, the
constant appeal to reason and experience "in the-
Quran and the emphasis that it 'ays on Nature and
History as sources of human knowledge, are all
different aspects of the same idea of finality.
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§ Reconstruction of Religious thoughe, P. P. 177.
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