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>. 30 A g FN, TTogw ¢ @RS @iy @S
(S89-5599) e, "It is impossible for anyone who
studies the life and character of the great Prophet
of Arabia, who knows how he taught and how he
lived, to feel anything but reverence for that
mighty  Prophet, one of the  great
messengers of the Supreme. And although in what
I put to you I shall say many things which may be
familiar to many, yet I myself feel whenever I re-
read them, a new way of admiration, a new sense
of reverence for that mighty Arabian
teacher." (Annie Besant ,The Life And Teachings of
Muhammad, Madras, 1932, p. 4).
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y. fawre wifim wf, wGeR, wrfe e Aeifelm
(®.fF8, D (5a85-5b9%) =, He is a prophet and
not a poet and therefore his Koran is to be seen as
Divine Law, and not as a book of a human being
made for education or entertainment (Johann
Wolfgang Goethe, Noten und Abhandlungen zum
Weststlichen Dvan, WAL 7,32, translator unknown,).
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©. CAIRETISE FR0e RV SieF @ “RIeiCs
TR Ao T @i qReate (Shea-
Soov) A, The league of nations founded by the
prophet of Islam put the principle of international
unity and human brotherhood on such universal
foundations as to show candle to other nations...the
fact is that no nation of the world can show a
parallel to what Islam has done towards the
realization of the idea of the League of Nations
(Christian Snouck Hurgronje, as quoted in
Encyclopaedic Survey of Islamic Culture (1997) by
Mohamed Taher, p. 260).
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o. e ik  Afexfie @R WwE  feE
ffRVTead eteoa SCNEOT IS 3 (S : SddUER)
=, He had achieved a great deal. To the pagan
peoples of western Arabia he had brought a new
religion which, with its monotheism and its ethical
doctrines, stood on an incomparably higher level
than the paganism it replaced. He had provided that
religion with a revelation which was to become in
the centuries to follow the guide to thought and
count of countless millions of Believers. But he
had done more than that; he had established a
community and a well organized and armed state,
the power and prestige of which made it a
dominant factor in Arabia.... The modern historian
will not readily believe that so great and significant
a movement was started by a self-seeking
imposter. Nor will he be satisfied with a purely
supernatural explanation, whether it postulates aid
of divine of diabolical origin; rather, like Gibbon,
will he seek 'with becoming submission, to ask not
indeed what were the first, but what were the
secondary causes of the rapid growth' of the new
faith...(Bernard Lewis, The Arabs in History
(1950), p.45-46)
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8. TG WHIETHIA BICoa AGPIE G, AT6im @ SHFS
e SRSt o RS (Sbeb-3580)  (BfeE
SO TACR O JRAM R T K eiega
i forete, 1 regard Mohammed as a great man,
who solved a political problem of appalling
difficulty, — the construction of a state and an
empire out of the Arab tribes. I have endeavored,
in recounting the mode in which he accomplished
this, to do justice to his intellectual ability and to
observe towards him the respectful attitude which
his greatness deserves (D. S. Margoliouth,
Mohammed and the Rise of Islam (1905), Preface)
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¢. emm QUre FN, @14F, ANGHA @ ATASW
AR NG (Sr-av-d985) W, It was the first
religion that preached and practiced democracy;
for, in the mosque, when the call for prayer is
sounded and worshippers are gathered together, the
democracy of Islam is embodied five times a day
when the peasant and king kneel side by side and
proclaim: 'God Alone is Great'... | have been struck
over and over again by this indivisible unity of
Islam that makes man instinctively a brother
(Sarojini Naidu, Ideals of Islam, vide Speeches &
Writings (1918), p. 169)
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v. B arifes, T @ wipisie AN e (S
5503%R) fTtAtes, The personality of Muhammad, it
is most difficult to get into the whole truth of it.
Only a glimpse of it I can catch. What a dramatic
succession of picturesque scenes. There is
Muhammad the Prophet. There is Muhammad the
Warrior; Muhammad the Businessman;
Muhammad the Statesman; Muhammad the Orator;
Muhammad the Reformer; Muhammad the Refuge
of Orphans; Muhammad the Protector of Slaves;
Muhammad the Emancipator of Women;

T3S SF
Muhammad the Judge; Muhammad the Saint. All
in all these magnificent roles, in all these
departments of human activities, he is alike a hero.
(K. S. Ramakrishna Rao, in Muhammad the
Prophet of Islam, 1979).
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q. FART AFATE AR QAT (Aun-3b-2d) I,
“I hope the time is not far off when I shall be able
to unite all the wise and educated men of all the
countries and establish a uniform regime based on
the principles of Qur'an which alone are true and
which alone can lead men to happiness.” (Nepolean
Bonaparte — Quoted in Christian Cherfils BONAPARTE
ET ISLAM (PARIS 1914).
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There is a time of night when the whole world
transforms. During the day, chaos often takes over our
lives. The responsibilities of work, school, and family
dominate much of our attention. Other than the time we
take for the five daily prayers, it is hard to also take time
out to reflect or even relax. Many of us live our lives at
such a fast pace, we may not even realize what we’re
missing.

But there is a time of night when work ends, traffic
sleeps, and silence is the only sound. At that time—
while the world around us sleeps—there is One who
remains awake and waits for us to call on Him. We are
told in the hadith qudsi: “Our Lord descends during the
last third of each night to the lower heaven, and says: ‘Is
there anyone who calls on Me that I may respond to
him? Is there anyone who asks Me that I may give unto
him? Is there anyone who requests My Forgiveness that
I may forgive him?’”” (Bukhari and Muslim)

One can only imagine what would happen if a king were
to come to our door, offering to give us anything we
want. One would think that any sane person would at
least set their alarm for such a meeting. If we were told
that at exactly one hour before dawn a check for
$10,000,000 would be left at our doorstep, would we
not wake up to take it?

Allah subhanahu wa ta'ala (exalted is He) has told us
that at this time of night, just before dawn, He will come
to His servants. Imagine this. The Lord of the universe
has offered us a sacred conversation with Him. That
Lord waits for us to come speak with Him, and yet
many of us leave Him waiting while we sleep in our
beds. Allah (swt) comes to us and asks what we want
from Him. The Creator of all things has told us that He
will give us whatever we ask.

And yet we sleep.

There will come a day when this veil of deception will
be lifted. The Qur’an says: “[It will be said], You were
certainly in unmindfulness of this, and We have
removed from you your cover, so your sight, this Day, is
sharp.” (Qur’an 50:22).

On that Day, we will see the true reality. On that Day,
we will realize that two rak’at (units) of prayer were
greater than everything in the heavens and the earth. We
will realize the priceless check that was left on our
doorstep every night as we slept. There will come a day

when we would give up everything under the sky just to
come back and pray those two rak at.

There will come a day when we would give up
everything we ever loved in this life, everything that
preoccupied our hearts and minds, every mirage we ran
after, just to have that conversation with Allah. But on
that Day, there will be some from whom Allah (swt)
will turn away... and forget, as they had once forgotten
Him.

The Qur’an says: “He will say, ‘My Lord, why have you
raised me blind while I was [once] seeing?’ [Allah] will
say, ‘Thus did Our signs come to you, and you forgot
them; and thus will you this Day be forgotten.””
(Qur’an, 20:125-126) In Surat al-Mu’minoon, Allah
says: “Do not cry out today. Indeed, by Us you will not
be helped.” (Qur’an, 23:65)

Can you imagine for a moment what these ayat (verses)
are saying? This is not about being forgotten by an old
friend or classmate. This is about being forgotten by the
Lord of the worlds. Not hellfire. Not boiling water. Not
scalded skin. There is no punishment greater than this.

And as there is no punishment greater than this, there is
no reward greater than what the Prophet [1 describes in
the following hadith:

“When those deserving of Paradise would enter
Paradise, the Blessed and the Exalted would ask: Do
you wish Me to give you anything more? They would
say: Hast Thou not brightened our faces? Hast Thou not
made us enter Paradise and saved us from Fire? He
would lift the veil, and of things given to them nothing
would be dearer to them than the sight of their Lord, the
Mighty and the Glorious.” [Sahih Muslim]

But one does not need to wait until that Day to know the
result of this nighttime meeting with Allah (swt). The
truth is, there are no words to describe the
overwhelming peace in this life from such a
conversation. One can only experience it to know. Its
effect on one’s life is immeasurable. When you
experience giyam, the late night prayer the rest of your
life transforms. Suddenly, the burdens that once crushed
you become light. The problems that were irresolvable
become solved. And that closeness to your Creator,
which was once unreachable, becomes your only lifeline.

[Writer : Dawah worker & speaker, USA]
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